
Motherless Brooklyn, pages 240-311 Activities 

Activity 1: Debate 

 

You will be assigned a side, either yes or no to both of the following questions. You need to find as much 

evidence as you can from pages 240-311 to support your side.  

 

 Does Lionel get what he wants? 

 Does Lionel change over the course of the novel? If so, how?  

 

In order to properly answer this, you need to think about what Lionel wants throughout the novel. This will 

probably not be the same thing for the yes and for the no side.  

 

In formulating your answer, look for moments when Lionel feels one or more of the emotions below: 

 

1. Guilt 

2. Vengeance 

3. Love 

4. Friendship 

5. Acceptance/Letting Go 

6. Trust 

7. Fear 

8. Anxiety 

9. Shame 

10. Hope 

 

Activity 2: Feelings 

 

Find one passage from pages 240-311 where Lionel either explicitly talks about one of the emotions listed above, 

or expresses one of these emotions in something he says or does or thinks.  

 

Lionel’s emotional state (temporary): 

 

 What can you say about his emotional state in this moment? What is he feeling? Why is he feeling this? Is 

this an empowering feeling? Is it a good feeling or a bad feeling?  

 Compare how Lionel feels in this moment to a specific moment earlier in the novel where he felt 

similarly.  

 Contrast how Lionel feels in this moment to a specific moment earlier in the novel where he felt 

differently.  

 

Lionel’s character (more permanent): 

 

 What new information do you get about Lionel’s character from this moment? This should be a side of 

Lionel that you haven’t really seen before. 

 What information that you already know about Lionel does this help you understand better?  

 Judging by this action, is Lionel a good person or a bad person?   

 Does this moment demonstrate any growth on Lionel’s part? If so, how?  

 

Your perception: 

 

 How do you feel about Lionel in this moment? Do you sympathize with him? Why or why not? 

 



Motherless Brooklyn, pages 240-311 Activities 

Activity 3: Questions 

 

1. What greater significance may lie behind Lionel’s drive to Maine (253)? 

2. How would you describe Lionel’s interactions with Kimmery? How do you feel about Lionel in these 

moments (this is not necessarily the same as how Kimmery feels)? (254-260). 

3. How would you describe Lionel’s phone call to the Essrogs? How do you feel about Lionel in this 

moment? (261) 

4. When Lionel is facing Julia, he screams, “WantmeBailey!” Discuss the significance of this moment and of 

this statement (297). 

5. Discuss the significance of Lionel throwing all those objects into the water (302-303). 

6. Lionel calls Julia “maybe the unhappiest person I’d ever met” (303). This moment could be thought of as 

the climax of the novel. Why? 

7. In the last chapter, Lionel says, “We’d all been notes in the melody” (304). What does he mean by this? 

Why does this statement come in the last chapter, at the end of the adventure? What else in this novel 

does this image make you think of? 

8. Lionel describes Danny as the new leader of L & L. What is noteworthy in the way he talks about Danny 

(305)? 

9. On the second to last page, Lionel says he “took the V train” (310). What makes this such an emotional 

charged statement? What other feelings are behind this? How is Lionel feeling about himself here? 

10. Find a paragraph you think is particularly well written. Read it out loud.  

11. Read the last 3 paragraphs of the novel out loud.   

 

 


