
Motherless Brooklyn: “Motherless Brooklyn” chapter 

 

1. It’s Minna who first calls Lionel and his gang “motherless Brooklyn” (71). While they 

are orphans, there are two possible mother-like figures in Lionel’s life: Brooklyn, and 

Minna. Find one passage that gives us the feeling of Brooklyn as a mother-figure, and 

another that gives us the feeling of Minna as a mother-figure.  

 

2. Find more examples of Lionel describing his Tourette’s, or describing himself.  

 

3. On page 81, Minna gives Lionel a book on Tourette’s. This is the first time he’s heard 

this term, and it allows him to make some sense of his condition for the first time. What 

is a possible greater significance to this? How does it deepen our understanding of 

Lionel’s relationship to Minna (how each feels about the other)? 

 

4. What’s significant about the fact that Lionel lived “in the library” (37)? What does this 

tell us about his character? 

 

5. Most relationships involve some sort of power struggle. In this group, Minna is clearly at 

the top. What is the order of the four orphans, from most powerful to least powerful? 

Why? Find a passage that implies this power structure.  

 

6. Homoeroticism is defined as “sexual attraction between members of the same sex, either 

male–male or female–female.[2] The concept differs from the concept of homosexuality: 

it refers specifically to the desire itself, which can be temporary, whereas 

‘homosexuality’ implies a more permanent state of identity or sexual orientation” 

(Wikipedia). There are a couple of moments of homoeroticism in this chapter. Find one 

or both of these. What’s going on here? What further information does this give us about 

Lionel and the other three orphans?  

 

7. Find a passage that describes Tony. 

 

8. Find a passage that describes Gilbert. 

 

9. Find a passage that describes Danny. 

 

10. How is Lionel different from the other boys, besides his Tourette’s? 

 

11. Who do Matricardi and Rockaforte remind you of (think movie characters)? Pages 58-66. 

 

12. What does “wheels within wheels” mean (74)? 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_attraction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homoeroticism#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_orientation

