
Motherless Brooklyn: pages 90-145 

Reading out loud, asking questions, and close reading 

 
1. Your group will be assigned one of the following ranges of pages. You will choose two pages 

from within that range to read to the class. You can assign different roles: a narrator, and 

different voices for different characters. You can make Lionel’s Tourette’s voice its own 

character. You can arrange the roles however you like. This is a fun novel, so have fun with it.  

2. Practice reading the pages out loud a couple of times.  

3. As you practice, perform a close reading of those pages. A close reading involves highlighting 

what you think are important passages. You can connect these passages to some of the patterns 

or themes we’ve been discussing. You can ask questions. Make notes in the margins.  

4. Read the assigned pages to the class. 

5. As the group reads, the rest of the class will follow along closely. As they read, underline 

anything that sounds important to you.  

6. Once the group is done, the rest of the class will have a couple minutes to write as many 

questions about the passage as possible. 

7. The rest of the class will ask as many questions about the passage as possible. The group will do 

their best to answer these questions. 

8. Once the question period is done, the group will point out anything else about the passage 

they think is important that hasn’t been discussed.  

 

Ranges: 

 

A. 90-97: Minna Men 

B. 97-106: Julia 

C. 106-110: The Homocide Cop, part I 

D. 111-116: The Homicide Cop, part II 

E. 116-121: Upstairs 

F. 121-129: The Garbage Cop 

G. 132-134: A detective on a case 

H. 135-145: Kimmery 

 

Patterns we’ve been discussing:  
 

The world and setting of the story; the secondary characters; Lionel’s emerging identity; interior of 

Lionel’s mind vs. exterior world; sexuality; Lionel’s inner conflict; a few key scenes; the dialogue; the 

language; Lionel’s tics; the major overarching theme of the book; the tone of the book: humour, noir, 

dark, etc.; the relationships between the Minna boys; anything else that you think is important that 

doesn’t fit into these ideas 

 

Inspiration for types of question you can ask: 

 

What do you think the significance of this passage is? 

Why does Lionel say _______? 

What do you think _______ means? 

How does _________ relate to the theme of _________? 

What do you think of this image? 

I find this phrase interesting. Why do you think the author worded it like that? 

What do you think this passage says about _________? 

What do you think this says about _________’s character? 

Or any other question that seems important or interesting.  

 

 


