
Underdogs, Outcasts, & Loners: Review of literary devices 
 

Character 

 

Underline any passages that give us important information about the narrator’s character. Look 

specifically at the way he expresses himself, his thoughts, and his actions. What do we learn about his 

character in the first few pages? What might he want? What might be standing in his way? 

 

Imagery 
 

Underline any images that seem particularly striking to you. What is it, exactly, about this image that 

you found striking? What information might this image give us about what’s going on beneath the surface 

of these characters or this world? 

 

Figurative language 

 

Underline any similes or metaphors that you find interesting. How does each simile or metaphor help 

you understand the thing or concept it’s describing more clearly? What is interesting about the way the 

simile or metaphor is phrased? 

 

Writing style 

 

Underline any interesting stylistic choices that the author has made. These can include: sentence 

length, punctuation, word choice, etc. What is interesting about this particular choice? What kind of 

feeling or tone does the writing style add to the beginning of the novel? 

 

Setting 

 

Underline anything that gives us important information about setting, or where the characters are. 
What is interesting or remarkable about the setting? Do you see any connections or contrasts between 

elements of setting and the characters? 

 

Dramatic structure/foreshadowing 

 

Underline anything in these first few pages that you think will become important to this story. How 

is the author setting us up for the events that are to follow in the story? Which characters or things do you 

think will become important? What might happen next? 

 

Tone 

 

Underline anything that you think helps set the tone. How would you describe the tone in these first 

few pages?  

 

Questions 

 

Underline anything that makes you ask a question. Then write that question.  

 

Contrast 

 

Underline anything that suggests a contrast. What two things or people are being contrasted? How 

does this contrast add dynamics to these pages?  

 


