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Jean Rhys

 Born Ella Gwendolyn Rees Williams in 
Roseau, Dominica, West Indies.

 Father: Welsh doctor

 Mother: 3rd generation Dominican Creole of 
Scottish ancestry

 Moved to England at 16, lived with her aunt 
Clarice

 Attended Perse School for girls, mocked 
because of accent and outsider status



Jean Rhys
 Rhys drifted into London demimonde

 Fell in love with wealthy stockbroker, 
Lancelot Grey Hugh. Became his mistress

 Smith was a bachelor, did not offer to marry 
Rhys

 Affair ended within two years, he continued 
to help her out financially

 Distraught by end of affair and near-fatal 
abortion, Rhys began writing about her 
experiences

 This later became Voyage in the Dark



Jean Rhys

 In 1924 meets Ford Madox Ford, begins 
writing short stories

 "Coming from the West Indies, with a 
terrifying insight and … passion for stating 
the case of the underdog, she has let her pen 
loose on the Left Banks of the Old World". -
Ford

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Indies


Jean Rhys

 The Left Bank and Other Stories, 1927

 Quartet, 1928

 After Leaving Mr. Mackenzie, 1931

 Voyage in the Dark, 1934

 Good Morning, Midnight, 1939

 Wide Sargasso Sea, 1966



Jean Rhys

 "If I could choose I would rather be happy 
than write ... If I could live my life all over 
again, and choose ... “ –Rhys, shortly before 
her death



Voyage in the Dark, 1934

 Tough, unsentimental prose

 Dark, terrifying look into the coming of age of 
a young woman

 An eighteen-year-old’s brutal initiation into 
the world of love and sexuality



Voyage in the Dark, 1934

 Rich in Carribean folklore and tradition

 Post-colonial identity politics

 Black self-identification by white protagonist



Voyage in the Dark, 1934

 Notions of identity, persecution and struggle

 As a woman

 As a person of mixed racial heritage


