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Modernism

(from Wikipedia)

 A philosophical movement that…arose from wide-scale and far-

reaching transformations in Western society in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

 The development of modern industrial societies and the rapid 

growth of cities, followed then by the horror of World War I.

 [Modernists] felt the traditional forms of art…were becoming ill-fitted 

to their tasks and outdated in the new economic, social, and 

political environment of an emerging fully industrialized world. 



Characteristics of Modernism

(from Wikipedia)

 self-consciousness, 

 experiments with form

 Drawing attention to the processes and materials used in creating a 

painting, poem, building, etc.

 a self-conscious break with traditional styles of poetry and verse.

 "Make it new”. 

 a conscious desire to overturn traditional modes of representation 

and express the new sensibilities of their time.



Modernism

(from Wikipedia)

 19th / early 20th Century: changing ideas about reality developed by 

Darwin, Mach, Freud, Einstein, Nietzche, Bergson, and others. 

 Inspired new literary techniques such as stream-of-consciousness, 

interior monologue, as well as the use of multiple points-of-view. 

 Anexpansion of our understanding of what is meant by realism. 

 the use of stream-of-consciousness, or interior monologue reflects 

the need for greater psychological realism.











Stream of consciousness

(from Wikipedia)

 interior monologue

 a narrative mode or device that depicts the multitudinous thoughts 

and feelings which pass through the mind

 attempts to give the written equivalent of the character's thought 

processes, 

 characterized by associative leaps in thought and lack of some or 

all punctuation



From James Joyce’s Ulysses

a quarter after what an unearthly hour I suppose theyre just getting up 

in China now combing out their pigtails for the day well soon have the 
nuns ringing the angelus theyve nobody coming in to spoil their sleep 

except an odd priest or two for his night office the alarmlock next door 

at cockshout clattering the brains out of itself let me see if I can doze 

off 1 2 3 4 5 what kind of flowers are those they invented like the stars 

the wallpaper in Lombard street was much nicer the apron he gave 

me was like that something only I only wore it twice better lower this 

lamp and try again so that I can get up early


